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may have in front of us." That's the worst of it. All we do know is that it is sure to give us plenty of trouble, and may bring plenty of danger. And you may well say that we want the best men we can get. I hope you will act freely on this principle, and make short work of "claims."
You return to the charge about Sir Lawrence Jenkins, and I have had a second talk with him about coming to Calcutta as C. J. He is a fine fellow. "I will do whatever you tell me to do/7 he said; "if you think I should be more useful at Calcutta, I'll go; if you want me here I'll gladly stay." "But your preference?" "No, it is for you," he answers, "to decide." So he goes.
I had a farewell talk with Gokhale on Wednesday. He thinks he will never come to England again: no more work to be done for India here: must work in his own country: this is the moment of crisis: if nothing comes of our attempt (yours and mine), then the Extremists will have their own way: confusion, danger, ruin, will follow. On the whole, his tone both attracted and impressed me. He promises very confidently a good reception for our Reforms by the Congress. I did not disclose to him their precise terms, but of course it was easy enough for an old hand like him to guess pretty well on what lines they were sure to run. It looks to me as if the reception in England would be distinctly good. There will be the cry that we ought not to touch Reforms until we have rooted out the last Murder Club. But I don't despair of carrying even the H. of L. with us over this stile.
I hear that I have fallen into dark disfavour with "public opinion" at Simla, and some Simla patteru are thoroughly right in calling the position decidedly critical, and in saying that "we don't know what weirits.   All of them very mucht, and not at all charitable in criticisms of our rule.] 1 See Appendix.  Td out in a soft and golden light. Love to her. Ever your affectionate friend."]to him. Operations will be closely watched here, you may be very sure, by one powerful man at least, and him a man of minute, industrious, and unsparing vision.
